 WILLERSEY PARISH COUNCIL

 
Minutes of the Monthly Parish Council Meeting held on 

        Monday 15th January 2024 at 7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall
1)      Chairman
N.Jelfs  was elected unanimously
2)      Present: 
In the chair N.Jelfs, H.Rothwell, P.Cottle W.McDivitt, , P.Clark, N.Green, P.Bennett J.Rintoul,L.Stowe, G.Blomefield K.O’Donoghue (clerk) 
3)      Apologies
T.Stowe, B.Lawrence
4)     Declarations of Interest
Neville Jelfs in relation to Farncombe estate
5)    Minutes of the previous meetings held on December 18th
The minutes were approved and signed by the chairman. 
6)     Matters Arising
·  A meeting with Highways to view the Wrenswood hedge issue was outstanding - Clerk
7)     County & District Councillors’ Reports

LS reported:
· GCC council tax would increase by nearly 5% 
· A major part of the increase would be for the provision of child & adult care. 
· Investment in the waste processing plant was now providing a meaningful financial return.
· GCC was in the top 25% of financially sound English County Councils.
GB reported:
· The CDC council tax would increase by nearly 5% and there would be a significant increase in the green bin fee. 

· The Local Plan was undergoing a partial revision to reflect new housing targets.

· Moreton had been identified as the area for increased housing development.
· Reports of fly tipping were increasing.

 8)    Parish Councillors’ Reports
· Thanks were offered to the organizers of a very successful Xmas eve carol event.
· The Summer Fair organization needed clarification – Clerk to contact PCC
· A presentation on the feasibility of a Neighbourhood Plan would be arranged – JR
· There was a dangerous TW broken manhole cover – location & photo to be sent to Clerk – HR
· Noted that Weston had not yet paid their recreation ground fee – Clerk to action
9)   Farmers Market
JR gave an update on progress. 
· It was likely Sundays would be the best day.

·  Gaining commitments from potential storeholders was the major issue since a minimum of 6 would be required. 

· A target of a May start had been set.
10) Clerks Report
· Agreed – Mark Salter would be the new Village Mole Catcher, expenditure agreed - £200
· Agreed -  the replacement pond bench should be 6ft.
· Agreed -  that the policy of the PC continued to be to support affordable housing development in preference to ‘executive homes’
· Noted – the Hedgehog bus service to Stratford would be ceasing. Clerk to advise that the scheduled service was preferred and also that the Hedgehog services needed greater publicity.
· Agreed. The Pool Orchard willow on the Gittings boundary needed pollarding – Clerk to action
11)  Planning
· Farncombe hovercraft – noted that Enforcement had been asked for an update.
· Poles Campaign – a report was received from David Dunbar and the PC remained committed in its support. LS explained the legal constraints on GCC but undertook to investigate an apparent overly helpful attitude towards short notice rescheduling of pole installations – LS
· 23/03814/FUL Field House – no objection but register concerns over sewage, Orchard protection and water management.
12)   Highways, Greens & Cemetery
· Collin Lane Buildouts – the response from Highways was disappointing. Persuasion would be attempted at GCC Councillor level – LS. 
Clerk also to continue efforts and an update to be posted in the village magazine.
· A short list of 2 contractors was approved for detailed contract negotiations – NJ/PC/Clerk
· Approved – the purchase of a new lawnmower .NJ to advise Clerk on model required, Clerk to obtain quotes for next meeting.
· Approved -  c.£1000 for the purchase of a shed for the lawnmower to be erected in the V.Hall grounds.

· A valuation of the old lawnmower would be sought – NJ
· Security of the new mower would be investigated.
· Noted – that a safety inspection of the cemetery headstones had identified no issues.
15)  Payments approved
      Cheques
1714 Footlights Xmas Jubilee Tree


£191.78

1715 Clerk Salary December inc. arrears


£790.27

1716 PATA Payroll services



£35.80

1717 HMRC PAYE




£420.92

1718 HJ Taylor fuel




£32.00

      1719 SmartCut inv. 21627



£84.00

      1720 Netwise inv.3223




£60.05

      1721 Office expenses ink




£9.95

16) AOB 

· The next meeting will be on February 19th.
· The first item on the agenda will be the election of a Chairman, P.Bennett
· The meeting concluded at 9.55 pm.
Chairman…………………………..


Date………………….
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