WILLERSEY PARISH COUNCIL

 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 

Monday 13th May 2019 at 7.30 p.m. in the Parish Council Offices
1)      Chairman
      B. Lawrence was elected unanimously.
· It was resolved unanimously that the policy of a monthly Chairman should continue for all councillors who wish to participate.
2)      Present: 
In the Chair B.Lawrence, P.Bennett, P. Clark, C. Twigger, N.Jelfs, J.Rose, N.Foxall, W.McDivitt and K.O’Donoghue (clerk).
3)      Apologies
· None
4)      Cooption of members

It was unanimously agreed that N.Foxall should be coopted as a Councillor.

5)     Declarations of Interest

None

4)     Minutes of the previous meeting held on 17th April 2019 
The minutes were approved, and signed by the chairman B.Lawrence
5)     Matters Arising

None
6)     County & District Councillors’ Reports

None
7)     Parish Councillors’ Reports 
· The installation work by Gigaclear in different areas including Badsey Lane, nos. 10 – 26, has not been properly restored. Resolved – Clerk to ask for final snagging meeting.
· There is a tree on the green in Ley Orchard that needs attention and possible felling – CDC have responsibility, Resolved - Clerk to write.
· The Collin Lane closure for Thames Water is causing problems and is particularly irritating due to the inefficiency of the work; further road closures are planned and access to the village will be severely compromised. Resolved – Clerk to write to Highways to pass on residents concern.

· Installation by Gigaclear had not occurred in Willow Rd. It was confirmed that the Council had not been consulted and had no involvement. 

8)     Council Organization
· It was resolved that a sub committee for finance be established comprising WM, BL and the Clerk. Terms of reference: to make recommendations to the full council on all financial matters.
· After discussion it was agreed that all councillors had responsibility for all areas of the village and it would not be productive to allocate individual responsibilities.
9)      Planning

· None to discuss
10)    Highways, Greens & Cemetery
· Cemetery extension: NJ reported that he and the clerk had accompanied Bold Environment to view the field. It was noted that a piece of land at the top of the field had been reserved for the tenant and would be unavailable for expansion. The Clerk reported that the Hydrogeological survey result would be available in 3 weeks and quotes for the Archaeogical survey were being sought.

·  The report on the Jubilee Tree was noted and that no action was required. The tree will continue to be monitored for health.
· Jon Clements grave: The Clerk reported that there was no record of the sale of a ‘Right to Burial’ for the plot. An address for correspondence will be sought by NF & NJ.

· NJ reported that a cemetery notice board had been obtained – Clerk to supply notice and NJ to install.

· The SmartCut schedule was reviewed and no change was required.

11)     Correspondence Received & Clerks Report

· It was noted that the new Council website, willerseyparishcouncil.org , was now active and in future all Council policies and legal documents would be published there.
· The clerk will pass the chairman’s contact details to Newlands for publicity purposes in accord with the ‘S106’ agreement.

· Village Emergency Plan – resolved that JR should take responsibility and be the Village contact. 

· Blind Lane hedges: the PC has responsibility for the stretch from the village hall to the barrier and it was resolved that the clerk should instruct SmartCut to cut back the hedge and undergrowth. The remainder of the hedges were the responsibility of the householders.

12)    Magazine Entry
None
13)
Council Policies
· It was resolved : that the following policies be adopted and published on the website:
· Freedom of Information

· Publication Scheme

· Equal Opportunities

· Risk assessment

14)    Finance & General
· The Clerk as Responsible Financial Officer reported that the 2018 had been restated and that the internal auditor had signed off the restatements. 

· The 2019 accounts had been signed by the internal auditor with no matters to bring to the attention of the Council.

· It was resolved that the council should apply for exemption from external audit for 2019.

· It was resolved that the BHIB insurance renewal quote of £773.95 be accepted.
· It was resolved that the Clerk salary should be increased in accordance with the 2019 NALC/SLCC Pay Scales.

· Banking arrangements: it was noted that the council operated the following accounts with Lloyds:

· Current Account

· Deposit Account named Recreation Ground

· Deposit Account named Village Hall

There is also an NSI deposit account.
· It was resolved that the NSI a/c be closed and the balance transferred to a new Lloyds deposit account named General Reserve.

· It was resolved that the Clerk continue as Responsible Financial Officer.

· The following payments were approved and cheques signed:
Cheques

       1303
  Clerks April  Salary

£308.90


       1304
  Office expenses
  

£22.55
       1305
  BHIB insurance renewal
£773.95

       1306
  Iain Selkirk internal auditor
£125.00

       1307        SmartCut April invoice

£792.00


14.   AOB 

· NF to obtain quotes for the removal of the Recreation Ground willow trees.

· Confirmation of next Parish Council meeting Monday 17th June 2019 at 7.30pm
· It was agreed that future meetings will be on the 3rd Monday of every month at 7.30pm with the exception of October when it will be on 14th October at 7.30pm

· The Chairman B.Lawrence announced he will be resigning effective June 10th 2019. The first item on the next agenda will therefore be the election of a new chairman.
· The meeting concluded at 9.07 pm.
Chairman…………………………..


Date………………….
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